
Just three ballots
come in after Nov. 3
Three mail-in absentee ballots

were returned to the county
clerk’s office last week in the days
following the Tuesday, Nov. 3
General Election. County Clerk
Daryl Tabor says records indicate
that 32 absentee ballots sent to
voters were not returned. The
three ballots had no affect on the
outcomes of any races. You can
view Crittenden County’s final vote
totals at The Press Online. Under
the “Links” menu bar on our
homepage, you can find results of
every local election for nearly 20
years.

Chamber promoting
small business day
Crittenden County Chamber of

Commerce will present its annual
Small Business Saturday later this
month in conjunction with local mer-
chants. The event, aimed at promoting
a shop local approach to the holiday
shopping season, will include dis-
counts, giveaways and more. To par-
ticipate, stop by Marion Commons at
10 a.m., on Saturday, Nov. 28 – the
Saturday following Thanksgiving –
and get one of the Chamber’s goodie
bags filled with materials that will en-
hance your shopping experience.
There will also be a $100 bill in one
bag. In order to keep everyone safe,
there will not be a standing line at
Marion Commons this year. Instead,
participants will stay in their cars and
form a line at Farmers Bank’s auxiliary
parking lot behind city hall.

get tips for pandemic
shopping from your
local extension service
Holiday shopping might present

unique challenges this year so the
Crittenden County Extension Serv-
ice has some helpful tips. If you
plan to use some unconventional
shopping methods, contact the
Crittenden County Extension Of-
fice at 270-965-5236 for info on
how to survive a pandemic holiday
shopping season.
UPCOMING MEETINGS
•Crittenden County Board of

Education will meet at 5:30 p.m.,
Thursday, Nov. 19 at Crittenden
County High School Library.
•Marion City Council will meet

at 5 p.m., Monday, Nov. 16 at city
hall.
•Crittenden County Fiscal Court

will meet at 8:30 a.m., Thursday,
Nov. 19 at the courthouse.
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OPENING
SATURDAY
Rifle Deer
Hunting gets
underway
See Sports 8

The-Press.com
Join our online viewers

at The Press online.
Do you need to get the
word out about your busi-
ness or event? The Press
has multiple platforms
from print to electronic
media to help you reach
thousands each day.

No matter what generation you’re from
or which platform you prefer, The Press is
there bringing you news and sports in a

timely fashion. Join us online today!

Here’s what
makes litter
bugs tick

There’s nothing – ab-
solutely nothing – okay with
tossing trash out the window
on a public highway. Trust
me, your car won’t mind if
you drive around with an
empty water bottle or fast-
food sack in the  floorboard
for a day (or two). But it’s
never acceptable to throw
that stuff on the roadside.

I’ll give most motorists the
benefit of the doubt when it
comes to a little litter on the
side of the
road. I under-
stand it’s easy
to toss emp-
ties into the
bed of a truck,
forget about
them and have
them uninten-
tionally blow
out while driv-
ing down the
road. 

But what’s
clearly inten-
tional is a blanket of fast
food wrappers, cups and
plastic bottles lying in the
grassy area at the Cave in
Rock Ferry landing. It ap-
pears that motorists are
tossing trash out their win-
dows while waiting on their
ride to Illinois. 

Why? Couldn’t come up
with any good answers to
that question so I Googled it
to see if, perhaps, the mighty
internet could provide ra-
tionale for littering. It did.

A factoid on the city of
Chicago’s website has this to
say: People litter because
they do not feel responsible
for public areas like streets
and parks (not my yard, not
my problem mentality). The
more they littler, the more it
becomes a habit (done it be-
fore, do it again mentality).
People usually litter outside
their own neighborhood
where trash becomes some-
one else’s problem (again,
not my yard, not my prob-
lem). People litter because
they believe someone else – a
maintenance worker or re-
sponsible neighbor – will
pick up after them (Mama
went around picking up after
these people as kids). If an
area is clean, people are less
likely to litter. 

What people need to real-
ize is that cameras are
nearly everywhere these
days.

Also found that along
roadways, motorists (52 per-
cent) and pedestrians (23
percent) are the biggest con-
tributors to litter. Makes
sense. Who else would be
doing it, right?

People under age 30 are
more likely to litter, and gen-
der is not a significant pre-
dictor of litter bugs.

It’s really okay to have a
Coke bottle rolling around in
your floorboard, even though
I must admit the faint sound
of it oscillating left and right
with each turn of the vehicle
grates on your nerves.

So here are the reasons for
littering, as if we couldn’t
compile one ourself without
the aid of Google. From con-
serve-energy-future.com:

•Presence of litter in an
area.

•Construction projects.
•Laziness and careless-

ness.
•The belief that there is no

consequence for littering.
•Lack of trash receptacles.
•Improper environmental

education.
•Low fines.
•Pack behavior.
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n October was chillier than any other over the
past five years. The average temperature for
the past half decade is 60.8. This October’s av-
erage temp was 56.9, about four degrees
cooler. It was also wetter than most, but the
rainfall didn’t set in until the final two weeks of
the month when 7.69 inches of October’s 7.9
inches fell. The average temperature for Crit-
tenden County this year is 60.12, the coolest in
five years. 
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Holcomb named asst. principal
at Crittenden Elementary

For Laurie Holcomb, taking on the assistant
principal role at Crittenden County Elemen-
tary School is a homecoming of sorts. 

Currently serving as a family and consumer
science teacher and coordi-
nating an Education Profes-
sions Cadet teaching
program in Wheatfield, Ind.,
Holcomb looks forward to re-
locating to Marion, where
she’s frequently visited fam-
ily members over the years.
She will begin her new job
here on Nov. 30. 

A graduate of Purdue Uni-
versity NW, Holcomb holds a
bachelor’s degree in elemen-
tary education and a master’s in school ad-
ministration. She has 21 years of teaching
experience, with 12 of those spent at the ele-
mentary level, two at the middle, and seven at
the high school. 

Holcomb says Crittenden County has long
been her “home away from home” and she
welcomes the opportunity to become a part of
the Rocket family and community. 

“I want to take an active part in the commu-
nity and believe that the role of assistant prin-
cipal will allow me to do so,” said Holcomb.
“My goals as assistant principal are to foster 

See PRINCIPAL/page 3

STAFF REPORT
There will be no red ink on the books

from last week’s general election.
While an election customarily has a direct

cost to county taxpayers of roughtly
$25,000 to $30,000, this time Crittenden
County will have little, if any, direct ex-
pense. That’s because two grants will likely
cover nearly every penny it cost to put on
an election that was like none other.

Because of the pandemic’s stringent re-
quirements for safety and a need for greater
marketing and communication to the pop-
ulace on how, when and where to vote, the
county received $30,000. It was the benefi-
ciary of a $20,000 federal CARES – coron-
avirus relief – grant, the source of which is
taxpayer money in one form or another. The
county also applied for and received a
$10,000 Center for Tech and Civic Life
grant to help pay for Election Day staff and
other expenses related to holding an elec-
tion during a pandemic, including disinfect-
ing polling places and purchasing safety
equipment.

Crittenden County Clerk Daryl Tabor said
the payroll for temporary election workers
was around $12,000. That includes the en-
tire three-week period. 

Tabor said early voting was clearly popu-
lar as more than 80 percent of the votes
cast in Crittenden County during the gen-
eral election were done so by absentee or
early voting. If such a process becomes per-
manant, Tabor says it will be costly.

“I don’t know how the county will be able
to pay for it,” he said. “It’s fine when you
have grant money to cover it.”

Additional staff to man the polls for three
weeks would be taxing on the budget dur-
ing normal conditions, Tabor explains.

“I also think people liked the concept of a
voting center,” Tabor said.

Crittenden County had
two Election Day voting lo-
cations – Marion Ed-Tech
Center and the courthouse.
The clerk said voter feed-
back was largely positive.
He said they liked not hav-
ing to return to their home
precict to vote on Nov. 3.

“It complicated things a
little on our end because
there were 11 different ballots. They’re es-
sentailly the same, the only difference being
constable and school board races. And all
of those candidates were unopposed,” the
clerk added.

As part of an awareness campaign to let
people know their options for casting bal-
lots, Tabor said the county sent postcards
to every registered voter well ahead of elec-
tion day. That, too, was paid for with grant
money as was other advertising and mar-
keting costs.

Of the 6,758 postcards mailed, about 200
were returned as undeliverable.

“Most were returned becauase they had
no forwarding address,” Tabor explains.
“What happens is people move out of state
and they don’t think to cancel their voter
registration in the state they just left.”

He said the returned postcards are bene-
ficial in the sense that it will help the
county clean up its voter rolls.

Holcomb

Tabor

Pandemic Election: Cost & Benefits

COVID grant, relief funds cover
Crittenden’s election expense

Tony Jackson and Travis Kinnis are manning the leaf collector that’s making its way
across town. The city’s collection schedule is posted at The Press Online and one
was printed in the Oct. 29 issue of The Press, copies of which are still available.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE
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Area Deaths
2

Matthews 
Owen Matthews, 11, of 

Eddyville, died Wednes-
day, Nov. 4, 2020 in his 
comfortable bed with his 
Dad, Mom, big sister and 
loving dog, Buddy, by his 
side.   Matthews was a 
child of God and at-
tended Char-
ity Baptist 
Church in 
E d d y v i l l e .  
He loved 
baseball and 
basketball, 
was the 
y o u n g e s t 
Kentucky Colonel ever 
and an honorary member 
of many law enforcement 
groups.  

Survivors include his 
parents, Chase and Jen-
nifer Matthews of Eddy-
ville; one sister, Sarah 
Spurlock of Eddyville; 
maternal grandparents, 
Roger and Cindy Waters 
of Eddyville; paternal 
grandparents, Rudy Mat-
thews and Wanda Kinnis 
of Dycusburg; maternal 
great-grandmother, Shir-
ley Rushing of Eddyville; 
paternal great-grand-
father, James LaRue of 
Eddyville; four uncles, 
Tim (Erin) Waters of Ed-
dyville; Craig Stone of 
Providence, Aaron LaRue 
and Curt LaRue, both of 
Princeton.  

Matthews was pre-
ceded in death by mater-
nal great-grandparents, 
A.R. and Louise Waters 
and Howard Rushing; 
paternal great-grandpar-
ents, Henry Matthews 
Sr., Gloria Matthews and 
Rose Wallace.  

Services were Sunday, 
Nov. 8 on the lawn of Ed-
dyville First Baptist 
Church with Rev. Roger 
Waters and Rev. Aaron 
Brown officiating.  Burial 
was in Glenn's Chapel 
Cemetery in Lyon 
County. 

Memorials may be 
made to Lyon Diamond 
Club, P.O. Box 116, Ed-
dyville, KY 42038. 

 
 Winders 

Jeffrey Lloyd Winders, 
64, of Marion, died Sat-
urday, Nov. 7, 2020 at 
Crittenden Community 
Hospital. 

Survivors include his 
children, Terri Montgom-

ery and Jeff Winders of 
Morganfield; two sisters, 
Teresa Hodge of Salem, 
and Dena Joiner of Mar-
ion; two brothers, Phil 
Winders of Morganfield 
and Gregg Coleman of 
Marion; step father, Billy 
Coleman of Marion and 
several grandchildren. 

He was preceded in 
death by his wife, Mary 
Winders, and parents, 
Samuel Winders and Val-
erie Coleman. 

Private services will be 
held. Gilbert Funeral 
Home was in charge of 
arrangements. 

 
 Dooms 

Macon Woodson 
“Woody” Dooms, 87, of 
Owensboro, died Thurs-
day, Oct. 29, 2020 at 
Owensboro Health Re-
gional Hospital. 
He was born in 
Kuttawa on 
Sept. 8, 1933 to 
the late Earl 
and Lennie 
Dooms. 

He was a member of 
Lewis Lane Baptist 
Church and enjoyed fel-
lowship with the men’s 
Sunday school class. 

Dooms was a graduate 
of Marion High School 
and served in the U.S. 
Navy during the Korean 
War. Most of his adult life 
was spent in Oregon and 
California. He retired 
from AT&T after 30 years 
and Sun Micro after 10 
years. 

He was a member of 
the Elks in Hemit, Cali., 
and served as Exalted 
Ruler in 2013-2014. 

In addition to his par-
ents, he was preceded in 
death by his wife of 40 
years, Donna Dooms; two 
brothers; and two sisters. 

Surviving are a son, 
James Dooms of Owens-
boro; two daughters, 
Tamera (Gary) Powe of 
Washington and Stacie 
Fernholz of Minnesota; 
grandchildren Taylor 
Dooms, Frankie Fernholz 
and Chancy Fernholz; 
great-grandchild, Jaxtyn; 
and several nieces and 
nephews. 

A memorial service will 
be held at a later date. 
Cardinal Cremation Soci-
ety is in charge of ar-
rangements.   

Koon 
Geraldine Madonna 

(Reed) Koon, 96, of 
Salem, died Friday, Nov. 
6, 2020 at Livingston 
Hospital and Healthcare 
Services. 

She was 
born on April 
6, 1924 in 
Metropolis, 
Ill., to Oscar 
and Effie 
(Green) Reed. 

Koon had 
previously worked at 
Potter & Brumfield and 
Siemens.   She was a 
longtime member of 
Kingdom Hall of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses in Mar-
ion. 

Surviving are a daugh-
ter, Janice Ballard of Cal-
vert City; sons, Michael 
Koon of Marion, James 
Koon of Salem and Allen 
(Tina) Koon of Metropolis; 
14 grandchildren; several 
great-grandchildren and 
great-great grandchil-
dren.  

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Dick Koon; sons, Stanley 
Eugene Koon and Gary 
Eugene Koon; several 
brothers and sisters; and 
her parents. 

Funeral services will be 
held at 1p.m., Thursday, 
Nov. 12 in the chapel of 
Boyd Funeral Directors 
and Cremation Services 
with Ed Minnard officiat-
ing.   Burial will be in 
Salem Cemetery.  

Friends may visit from 
11 a.m. until the funeral 
hour in the chapel of 
Boyd Funeral Directors. 
  

 Collins 
 Steve Allen Collins, 63, 

of Clay, died Sunday, 
Nov. 8, 2020 at 
Baptist Health 
Madisonvi l le .  
He was a vet-
eran of the U.S. 
Army. 

Survivors in-
clude his children, Shan-
non and Shim Collins 
and Jason Millikan; a 
brother, Will Collins; 10 
grandchildren and 2 
great-grandchildren. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, Roy 
and Louise Collins; and a 
brother, Arville Collins. 

Private services will be 
held at a later date. 

Stokes wins 
state essay 
contest  

Crittenden County 
High School freshman 
Kailyn Stokes recently 
won first 
place in Ken-
tucky for her 
essay “What 
Makes Amer-
ica Great.” 
She won a 
$1,000 cash 
prize, $300 
from the Department of 
Kentucky Auxiliary and 
an additional $500 for 
placing in the top 25 in 
the nation. Stokes was 
honored in October at an 
awards conference in 
Cincinnati, honoring her 
achievements, after 
COVID-19 delayed the 
original presentation.   

Stokes’ Patriots Pen 
journey began this time 
last year while a Crit-
tenden County Middle 
School student. Her 
essay focuses on why she 
believes America is such 
a special place and all it 
has to offer. 

Club meets Nov. 12 
General Federation of Women’s 
Clubs Kentucky District 1 Fall Con-
ference was held Oct. 17 in Ben-
ton. Pictured are (from left) Teresa 
Schmidt, President of GFWC Ken-
tucky; Nancy Hunt, President of 
Woman's Club of Marion; and Amy 
Mason, 1st District Governor.  
Hunt reported on the local club's 
activities in 2020 and gave a pres-
entation on health and 
wellness. The next public meeting 
of the Woman's Club of Marion is 
at 1 p.m., Thursday, Nov. 12 with a 
progarm on recycling.
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4-H selling 
poinsettias 

4-H is selling poinsettias. 
for $8 each.  Stop by or call 
the Extension Office at (270) 
965-5236 to place an order.  
Orders and payments are 
due Wednesday, Nov. 18, 
and pick up will be from 11 
a.m.-1 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 
28 and 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m., 
Monday, Nov. 30 at the Ex-
tension Office.  
 
Library events 

– Story Hour, Fridays 10 
a.m. For preschool-age 
children. Listen to stories 
and do early literacy activ-
ities in the meeting room 
but social distancing. Pro-
grams may be recorded 
and posted on Facebook if 
there is a high incident of 
community spread or li-
brary closure due to the 
pandemic. Register at the 
library and get notified 
about story hour plans on 
the Remind App.  

– Kids Craft Corner, 
Tuesdays at 3:30 p.m. 
Tune in online for pre-
school and school age kids 
crafts with items you have 
at home.  

– Teen Book Club, 
Month-long book discus-
sion in November and De-
cember on the Discord App 
to discuss books you can 
download for free from 
Libby on your device. This 
new teen book club is a 
great way to connect with 
other teens in the area and 
talk about amazing YA 
reads. Message us to get 
instructions on how to join 
the Discord group. Novem-
ber’s eBook title is Reverie 
by Ryan La Sala. De-
cember’s eBook title is The 
Illuminators Gift by Alina 
Sayre. 

– Teen Game Room 
(Among Us), 4 p.m., Nov. 
17. Meet up in the Among 
Us game online and play 
as a group. Social distance 
yourself from every crew-
mate or stay in a group to 
figure out who the suspect 
is.  

– Sus-Giving, 3:30 p.m., 
Nov. 18 on Zoom. Play the 
game Clue on Zoom. 

– Tech Help with Carol, 
Thursdays 10 a.m.-noon. 
Get help from Carol Harri-
son in the library on Thurs-
day mornings. 

– FOCCPL Meeting, 6 
p.m., Nov. 19. Help plan li-
brary fundraisers through-
out the year.  

– Nanowrimo Virtual 
Hangouts, Nov. 7, 14, 21, 
and 28 9 a.m. to noon on 
Zoom. Join the writer’s 
group to write a 50,000 
word novel in 30 days. 
Register your novel on 
Nanowrimo.org and contact 
the library at (270) 965-
3354 to get the links to the 
virtual hangouts on Zoom.  

 
 
Share your event 

Do you have an  
upcoming event you 

would like  
to publicize? 
 Email us at  

information@the-press.com 
or call (270) 965-3191.

Senior Menu 
The Crittenden County 

Senior Center is offering a 
drive-through for daily hot 
meals.  

Lunches must be re-
served by calling (270) 
965-5229. They can be 
picked up Monday through 
Friday at 11:30 a.m. 

Menu for the next seven 
days includes: 

November 12: Chicken 
pot pie, baked potato with 
sour cream and margarine, 
green beans, Mandarin or-
anges and wheat bread. 

November 13: BBQ pork 
on bun, baked sweet pota-

toes, pinto beans and 
snickerdoodle cookie. 

November 16: Frank-
furter and kraut, mashed 
potatoes, black-eyed peas, 
vanilla pudding and corn-
bread. 

November 17: Chili con 
carne, pimiento cheese, 
wheat bread and Mandarin 
oranges. 

November 18: Pulled 
pork with gravy, mashed 
potatoes, peas and carrots, 
tropical fruit and cornbread. 

Jenni Sosh is director of 
the center, which is open 
weekdays only for lunch 
pick-up currently.

Veterans Day celebra-
tions throughout Crit-
tenden County were 
cancelled this week due 
to the pandemic, but 
thanks to the expertise of 
Crittenden County stu-
dents, veterans are being 
honored virtually. 

A traditional service to 
honor our country’s mili-
tary servicemen and 
women was replaced with 
an online program co-
ordinated by the Crit-
tenden County High 
School Beta Club. 

“The school district has 
been doing Veterans Day 
programming for more 

than five years, and the 
Beta Club has been in 
charge for the last two,” 
said CCHS teacher Kim 

Vince. “The virtual event 
has not actually been 
that challenging since so 
many other aspects of 

education and our daily 
lives have become vir-
tual.”  

Vince said the chal-
lenge in creating the on-
line event was getting in 
touch with veterans, 
many of whom are not 
connected via the inter-
net. 

Vince said that al-
though a virtual event 
does not contain as 
much emotion as an in-
person event, she said it 
continues to educate stu-
dents on the value of vet-
erans' sacrifices. 

"Veterans Day is a per-

manent showcase of our 
gratitude to soldiers who 
have and are serving for 
our country. They sac-
rificed everything for our 
freedom and we should 
forever be grateful for 
that despite what is going 
on in the world today,” 
said Belle Minton, Beta 
Club president.  

“We wanted to con-
tinue this tradition for 
just that reason....it's tra-
dition. Many of the things 
students and the com-
munity have been accus-
tomed  to have not been 
able to be held (due to 

COVID-19), but we felt 
that our Veterans Day 
program was not some-
thing we could let pass 
by,” Vince said. “Last 
year's program packed 
Rocket Arena and host-
ing the program virtually 
will let even more people 
attend.” 

Vince hopes students 
understand that no 
matter the circum-
stances, the community 
must express its thank-
fulness to veterans and 
active duty servicemen 
and women.  

“COVID-19 has taken 
so much, but it cannot 
take the appreciation we 
have for our veterans, 
and continuing this cere-
mony is just one way we 
can show that,” she said. 

The pre-recorded pro-
gram features students 
and music from all three 
Crittenden County 
schools.

3

Local veterans honored virtually
School 
celebrates 
with online 
program

2 Ways to 
view online 

www.crittenden.kyschools.us 
 
Search Crittenden County Schools 
Kentucky on YouTube 

Alyssa Bozeman, a junior member of Crittenden 
County Beta Club, writes a letter to a Crittenden County 
veteran as part of the school district’s Veterans Day 
recognition.

Reason to celebrate  
Christy Eastwood’s co-workers at McDonald’s Restaurant in Marion surprised her 
at the end of October with a celebration of her battle over cancer. Eastwood (second 
row center) underwent numerous chemotherapy and radiation treatments since 
2018. Eastwood has been an employee at McDonald’s for nine years.

Just over  80 families 
registered for assistance 
through Community 
Christmas in Crittenden 
County last week. That is 
an increase of 32 house-
holds from last year. It is 
anticipated that ad-
ditional families and indi-
viduals will sign up 
before the Nov. 20 dead-
line. 

If people missed sign-
up day, they should con-
tact Crystal Wesmoland 
at the Crittenden County 
Board of Education (270) 
965-3525) or Brandie 
Ledford, Crittenden 
County Library director, 
before Nov. 20.  
How you can help 

•Toys and sponsor 
gifts. Deliver between 9 
a.m.-4 p.m., Dec. 17 to 
Marion Baptist Church. 

•Monetary donations to 
purchase canned foods 
should be  taken to Mar-
ion Baptist Church by 
Friday, Dec. 11. 

•Canned food dona-
tions should be taken to 
Marion Baptist Church 
Family Life Center by 
Thursday, Dec. 10. 

•Financial contrib-
utions are due by Mon-
day, Dec. 14. Make 
checks payable to Crit-
tenden County Com-
munity Services, Inc., 
c/o Farmers Bank and 
Trust Company, Paja 
Crider Treasurer, PO Box 
151 Marion, KY 42064, 
or drop off at any 
Farmers Bank location. 

•Cash Express’ 15th 
annual Toy and Coat 
Drive in partnership with 
the City of Marion Police 
Department. Deadline to 
drop off toys and coats is 
Dec. 16. 

•Crittenden County 
Public Library is collect-
ing face masks and new 
books through Dec. 16. 

•CCHS junior Maggie 
Blazina is spearheading a 
gift collection for teens in 
lieu of the annual Stuff 
the Bus drive. She is co-
ordinating with local 
businesses to offer 20 for 
20 (20 percent off for 
2020) and the money 
raised will help purchase 
gifts or gift cards for 
teens. 

Options for Christmas aid
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Veterans’ memorial at Mapleview
Although Marion is a 

small town we really do 
have an impressive Vet-
erans Memorial to hon-
or our military veterans.  
This Veterans Day let us 
take the time to honor 
our Veterans and to be 
proud of the memori-
al that was dedicated in 
honor of their sacrifice for 
our freedom.

With this thought in 
mind, let’s go back to 
1947 and with 
a timeline learn 
the beginnings 
of the war me-
morial and how 
it came to be.  
This informa-
tion comes from 
the archives of 
The Crittenden 
Press.

Plans Begin
It all started 

in April of 1947 
with a meeting 
of next-of-kin 
of Crittenden 
County boys 
who lost their 
lives in World 
War II. The 
meeting was 
held to formu-
late plans for 
erection of a 
memorial in the county.  
All relatives of those who 
lost lives in service were 
urged to attend the meet-
ing. The name of every 
Crittenden County boy 
that died in the armed 
forces, his rank, birth 
year and place where he 
was killed or died was 
asked for.

May 9, 1947.  A large 
group of next of kin of 
World War II servicemen 
who gave their lives in the 
recent world-wide conflict 
was held at the Critten-
den County Courthouse 
on Saturday, May 3 for 
the purpose of further-
ing plans for erection of 
a memorial. At the meet-
ing, the type of memori-
al and ways of financing 
were discussed, and it 
was decided that a white 
marble cross should be 
erected for each of the 47 
Crittenden County boys 
who gave their lives, and 
a large memorial should 
also be erected, with suit-
able inscription thereon, 
and a flagpole.  The me-
morial is to be placed in 
Mapleview Cemetery.

The individual cross-
es are to be eight inches 
square and 30 inches in 
height.  On each cross 
will be include the name, 
rank, date of birth and 
date and place of death. 

The size and inscription 
of the large memorial are 
to be decided upon at a 
later date.

The memorial is to 
be financed by volun-
tary contribution, and it 
was suggested that ev-
ery free-loving person in 
Crittenden County would 
be given an opportuni-
ty to contribute to the 
fund.  Hollis C. Frank-
lin has been appointed 

as treasurer of 
the memorial 
fund, and con-
tributions may 
be sent to him 
and addressed 
to World War 
II Memorial 
Fund.  

William D. 
Hatcher was 
selected chair-
man of the 
campaign, with 
T. B. Wilborn 
co-chairman.  
Hatcher stat-
ed, “We have 
received good 
e n c o u r a g e -
ment from citi-
zens so far, for 
which we are 
all very grate-
ful.  It is the in-

tention of the committee 
to canvass every home, 
business house, school 
and church in Critten-
den County, as we know 
that these boys died that 
we might have freedom 
and we feel that every-
one should have an op-
portunity to help in some 
small way to erect this 
memorial in their mem-
ory.  (William D. Hatcher 
was the father of Lovell 
Hatcher, who died in the 
line of duty Nov. 1944, 
and Tommy Wilborn was 
the father of Tommy R. 
Wilborn who was KIA Au-
gust 1944 in France.)

June 1947.  A lot in 
Mapleview Cemetery has 
been selected for the site 
of the proposed Critten-
den County World War 
II Memorial, and the Me-
morial Association has 
closed the deal for pur-
chase of the lot. It will 
be large enough for the 
erection of 47 individual 
crosses, a flag pole and 
a large memorial monu-
ment.  

July 1947. Mr. T. B. 
Wilborn made this state-
ment to The Press.  For 
your information the 
World War II Memorial is 
going to be a reality and 
not just a dream. Now if 
you are one of the indi-
viduals or organizations 

that feel that you want to 
have a part in honoring 
the memory of the boys 
who made the supreme 
sacrifice to save the lib-
erty and freedom we now 
enjoy, we urge you to 
make your contribution 
soon, as we hope to have 
the memorial erected be-
fore cold weather. The 
most we can do is too 
little compared to the life 
blood of 47 of our teen-
age boys and young men 
of Crittenden County.  A 
voluntary contribution is 
from the heart as well as 
from the pocketbooks.

August 1947.  A meet-
ing of the World War II 
Memorial Committee 
for Crittenden County 
will be held on Aug. 9. 
We desire that all of the 
next of kin of World War 
II veterans be with us at 
the courthouse. We need 
to know the exact name 
that the families want to 
have put on the crosses 
to be erected. The crosses 
have been contacted for 
and should arrive in the 
next few days. Mr. Hatch-
er expressed his thanks 
to the Mattoon school 
for the nice contribution 
they deposited in the 
bank Aug. 2, and said, 
“We understand that this 
contribution was from a 
box supper and ice cream 
supper held at the school 
last week.”  

Crosses erected on 
Nov. 1947.  The individ-
ual crosses for each Crit-
tenden County soldier 
who lost his life while in 
service during World War 
II are being erected this 
week on the memorial 
plot in Mapleview Ceme-
tery. This construction is 
part of the fulfillment of 
the dream for a Critten-

den County World War II 
Memorial. The committee 
set out to raise a fund 
of $5,000 with which to 
erect a suitable memorial 
for the 47 Gold Star boys 
of the county. A large 
central monument, as 
well as individual crosses 
is planned for the memo-
rial.  At this time the me-
morial contributions are 
approximately 95 percent 
complete.     

A firm from Paducah 
received the bid for the 
white crosses and the im-
pressive marble war me-
morial was crafted and 
made by Henry and Hen-
ry Monument Company 
at Marion. The inscrip-
tion on the center memo-
rial reads:

“These are the boys 
who did their best 
against the odds they 
met, and whose su-
preme sacrifice we nev-
er shall forget.

We have built this me-
morial to honor those 
who fell, they heard the 
call to duty and served 
their country well.”

The dedication for this 
memorial was Sunday 
May 23, 1948.

–––
Crittenden’s first ca-

sualty of World War II 
was Thomas W. Collins 
who was killed at Pearl 
Harbor on that fateful 
day of Dec. 7, 1941.  In 
an article from The Crit-
tenden Press, dated Oct. 
17, 1947 it tells of the re-
mains of the first World 
War II dead arrives in 
the states. In a telegram 
received for the War De-
partment last week, Mrs. 
Sarah Collins was noti-
fied that the remains of 
her son, Thomas W. Col-
lins, had arrived in the 

United States, and fur-
ther information would 
be sent soon. Collins 
was the first Crittenden 
County serviceman to 
lose his life in World War 
II, having been among the 
casualties suffered by the 
United States forces at 
the treacherous and di-
sastrous Japanese attack 
upon the Pearl Harbor 
naval Base in the Ha-
waiian Island.  He was 
a member of the United 
States Navy.

–––
In memory of another 

Crittenden Countian who 
was at Pearl Harbor but 
didn’t die in the disas-
trous attack that day was 
Sgt. Wilbur K. Hunt.  Sgt. 
Hunt was cited for his 
bravery in action on that 
day.  The citation signed 
by Lieut. Col. Wm. L. 
Boyd, commanding offi-
cer, said “your actions at 
the time of the attack of 
Japanese, Dec. 7 and at 
all times since has been 
highly commendable. You 
fought valiantly against a 
foe who had superiority 
in everything but cour-
age.  In total disregard of 

person liberty you fought 
back with any weapon 
you could find. Your cool 
headed bravery in the op-
erations of these weap-
ons succeeded in inflict-
ing considerable losses to 
your attacker. The Presi-
dent of the United States 
of America authorized 
by Act of Congress takes 
pleasure in presenting 
the Silver Star to Tech-
nical Sergeant Wilbur K. 
Hunt, United States Army 
Air Forces, for heroism in 
action while serving with 
the 22n Material Squad-
ron during the attack on 
Hickam Field, Territory 
of Hawaii, by Japanese 
forces, aircraft on Dec. 
7, 1941.  Technical Ser-
geant Hunt performed 
exceptionally meritorious 
service and displayed 
outstanding bravery in 
assisting the Squadron 
Commander is dispersing 
the squadron under fire 
and bombardment and 
in doing so contributed in 
reducing the number of 
battle casualties.  Wilber 
K. Hunt was son of Alex-
ander and Maggie Hunt.  

–––
I recently read a state-

ment that said, “Everyday 
memories of World War II, 
its sights and sounds, its 
terrors and triumphs are 
disappearing every day.” 
This is true for every war 
that has been fought. I 
sincerely hope that when 
passersby see the beauti-
ful war memorial section 
at Mapleview, with the 
white marble crosses, 
their sacrifices will be re-
membered. 

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).

Above is the war memorial at Mapleview. Part of the inscription reads, “These are 
the boys who did their best against the odds they met, and whose supreme sac-
rifice we never shall forget.” Top right is a cross bearing the name of Thomas W. 
Collins at the war memorial representing the first young man from Crittenden to be 
killed in World War II, placed in 1948. In 1991, crosses were added on the east side 
of the monument for the men killed in Korea and Vietnam.

Acts 1: 8 “But ye shall 
receive power, after that 
the Holy Ghost is come 
upon you: and 
ye shall be wit-
nesses unto me 
both in Jerusa-
lem, and in all 
Judaea, and in 
Samaria, and 
unto the utter-
most part of the 
earth.”

Cuba is only 
ninety miles 
from Key West, 
Florida so 
we probably 
wouldn’t think 
on it as be-
ing “the utter-
most part of the 
earth.” Aside 
from the geo-
graphic location, 
however, Cuba 
is about as removed from 
the U.S as any place on 
this planet. Culturally 
and politically, Cuba is 
in the uttermost.

Several weeks ago, 
I published an article 
based on my experienc-
es in Cuba in 2007 and 
2011. Apparently, based 
on responses to the arti-
cle, there is considerable 
interest in that Caribbe-
an island. 

Our introduction to 
the Cuban culture and 
attitude began at Jose 
Marti International Air-
port, Havana. The secu-
rity checks were intense 
and thorough. The gov-
ernment blames the U.S 
for all Cuba’s troubles 
and problems. As we 
drove out of the airport 
in 2007, a billboard with 
George Bush’s picture 
depicted him with fangs 
and blood dripping off 
his teeth.

Cuba is the largest 
island in the Caribbe-
an covering over 42,400 
square miles. In length, 
Cuba is 780 miles from 
east to west and aver-
ages 120 miles wide 
from north to south. It is 
slightly larger than the 
state of Kentucky.

Our short term mis-
sion work in Cuba gave 
us several experiences 

we would never have had 
in the U.S. The commu-
nist regime of Fidel Cas-

tro changed the 
way of life for 
the people of 
Cuba in such 
a tremendous 
way. Many of us 
have no concept 
or realization 
how drastic and 
horrible that 
change actually 
was.

In America, 
we have enjoyed 
a freedom, un-
equalled in all 
of human histo-
ry. Even before 
Castro, Cubans 
lived under the 
military dicta-
torship of Flu-
gencio Batis-

ta. His government was 
American supported but 
the people did not en-
joy the freedoms of the 
American Constitution.

I’m concerned we take 
our precious constitution 
for granted. This sacred 
document affords Amer-
icans an abundance of 
rights and privileges not 
found in the rest of the 
world. A few countries 
come close but fall short 
of the nearly complete 
freedom we enjoy. I re-
member being taught, we 
are free to the point our 
rights begin to infringe 
upon the rights of others.

Our experiences in 
Cuba helped us under-
stand just how precious 
our rights and freedoms 
are. Actions we engage 
in and take for grant-
ed, simply don’t exist in 
Cuba. One such right is 
the freedom to assemble. 
When we attend church 
services or a club meet-
ing or even meet in a 
restaurant for a meal, in 
Cuba we could possibly 
be arrested for violation 
of the assembly law. Any 
group of more than four 
immediately comes un-
der suspicion.

Margie taught a Bible 
lesson and crafts to a 
women’s group in one of 
the churches. The class 

was in an up-stairs, 
balcony type area. One 
of the women stood at 
the entrance watching 
for government officials 
that could show up at 
any time for inspec-
tion. Religious activities 
are monitored closely. 
She was instructed to 
sit while teaching and 
the interpreter stood so 
as to leave the appear-
ance that Margie was 
not teaching. We were 
told, we were constant-
ly being watched and it 
was against the law for 
an American to teach in 
Cuba. She thought of 
herself as a facilitator, 
but the officials might 
not have agreed.

The U.S. State Depart-
ment knew we were there 
and possibly because 
of that we weren’t both-
ered. Being constantly 
observed by the govern-
ment is unsettling at 
best. 

On our first trip, we 
worked in a church in 
Cienfuegos (cee-en-fway-
gos), a city on the south 
coast about 180 miles 
southeast of Havana. On 
the surface, it appears to 
be a typical Spanish city 
with considerable French 
architectural influence. 
Upon further observa-
tion, the streets and 
sidewalks are in much 
need of repair and actu-
ally need to be removed 
and rebuilt. I saw very 
little that appeared to 
have been painted since 
the revolution in 1959. 

The infrastructure 
(highways and bridges) 
had not been resurfaced 
or even patched since 
before the revolution. 
There’s no need for a 
speed limit on the high-
ways. Pot holes tend to 
slow the traffic. There 
has been a piecemeal 
amount of infrastructure 
work done since Fidel 
died. Raul seems to take 
a little more pride in ap-
pearance. Hopefully, the 
new president of Cuba, 
Miguel Mario Díaz-Canel, 
assuming power in 2021 
will rebuild Cuba.

Cienfuegos has nu-
merous business places 
along the central bou-
levard. The problem is, 
there’s very little product 
in the stores to buy. Peo-
ple walking on the streets 
appeared well dressed 
but we were told newer 
clothes were imitation 
products smuggled in 
from Central American 
countries. 

Walking through a res-
idential neighborhood, 
I saw two men with a 
truck loaded with meat. 
They were selling it on 
the street to first come, 
first serve. Had they been 
caught, they would have 
likely spent time in pris-
on. Only government of-
ficials were permitted to 
have meat or lobster. 

Any meat bought by 
ordinary citizens was ille-
gal and a severe penalty 
would have been issued 
had they been caught. 
As we understood, all 
citizens received a bag of 
rice and a bag of beans 
each month (size de-
pended on size of family). 
Also received were thirty 
Cuban dollars for that 
month regardless of the 
occupation or position 
held.

We were told to take 
Euros and not U.S. dol-
lars to Cuba. The state 
banks would take dol-
lars but the exchange 
rate was much better for 
European currency. Our 
group leader provided 
the churches with cash 
for our meals. I must 
say, the preparation and 
presentation of the meals 
was outstanding. 

I’ve never seen such 
tables as the cooks pre-
sented. I do not know 
where they obtained the 
food products and knew 
better that to ask. 

In America we are 
blessed above and be-
yond our deserving. God 
has been so good to us 
because (I believe), up 
until the present, we 
have been a strong Chris-
tian nation, we have sup-
ported Israel and have 
freedom to worship.

Mission work leads to Cuba experience
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(Sen. Dorsey Ridley, a Henderson Democrat, has
served in the Kentucky Senate since 2004 representing
District 4, which is comprised of Crittenden, Livingston,
Caldwell, Webster, Union and Henderson counties.)

(Rep. Lynn Bechler, a Marion Republican, has served
in the Kentucky House of Representatives since 2013
representing House District 4, which is comprised of Crit-
tenden, Livingston, Caldwell and a portion of Christian
County.)

(Kentucky Supreme Court Justice Bill Cunningham is
a former judge and practicing attorney in western Ken-
tucky. He is a resident of Lyon County and author of sev-
eral books. His column appears in this newspaper
periodically.)

(Allison Evans is the advertising manager and an edi-
torial contributor at The Crittenden Press. The newspaper
has been in her family for more than a half-century. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3191 or by e-mail at alli-
son@the-press.com.)

(Brenda Underdown is Crittenden County’s historian
and serves on the board of the historical and genealogi-
cal societies in the county. She is also active in maintain-
ing Crittenden County Historical Museum.)

(Perry Newcom was elected judge-executive of Critten-
den County in 2010. His column appears periodically in
this newspaper. He can be reached at (270) 965-5251.)

(Daryl K. Tabor is editor of The Crittenden Press. His
column appears in this newspaper periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191 or thepress@the-press.com.)

(Chris Evans is the publisher and editor of The Critten-
den Press. He is also author of the book, “South of the
Mouth of Sandy,” which is available from online book-
stores. His column appears periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191.)

(Don Gatewood is a resident of rural Crittenden
County. He is a retired U.S. Navy commander and former
police officer. His opinions are his own and are not neces-
sarily those of the newspaper.)

(Rev. Lucy Tedrick, pastor at Marion Church of God,
shares her views periodically in this newspaper. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3269. Her opinions are her
own and are not necessarily those of this newspaper.)

(Mark Girten, pastor at Crooked Creek Baptist
Church, shares his views periodically in this newspaper.
He can be reached at (270) 601-0965. His opinions are
his own and are not necessarily those of this newspa-
per.)

(Linda Defew is from Livingston County and periodi-
cally writes a column for this newspaper. Her stories
have been published in numerous magazines and books,
and recently, she had her first book published, "Murder
in Little Heaven." She can be contacted at
oldwest@tds.net.)

(Regina Merrick if director of Crittenden County Public
Library on West Carlisle Street in Marion. The library can
be reached at (270) 965-3354.)
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The election is over. 
At the time I am writing 
this we have a good idea 
of who will serve the next 
four-year term, but it is 
not yet certified. I expect 
this will be extended for a 
few more days 
yet. As it should 
be. 

There are 
and will be a 
few protests. 
In my opinion 
they are a little 
premature and 
unnecessary. I 
have no doubt 
that there are 
some who are 
trying to cheat 
– on both sides 
– in different 
ways. I am also 
grateful that 
we live in a na-
tion of laws. I 
much prefer an 
“army” of lawyers descend 
on a place than what hap-
pens in some countries. 
Each state has its rules 
and some of them are not 
clear. 

By now, we should be 
accustomed to elections 
ending up in court some-
where. Our system is built 
that way and prepared to 
deal with disputes in a rel-
atively civilized manner. 
In January, we will have 
a president inaugurated 
to serve for four years and 
the cycle will start over 
again. There will be bad 
winners and bad losers.

Regardless of who wins 
the election, I would 
suggest that little has 
changed. Our nation is 
still sharply divided with 
little to convince me that 

it will get much better any 
time soon. It is also clear 
to me that we are not lis-
tening to each other very 
well. Even this, however, 
is nothing new.

I believe our issues are 
less to do with 
the issues and 
more to do with 
how we react 
to each oth-
er’s responses 
to the issues. 
There are 
strong opin-
ions concern-
ing legaliza-
tion of drugs, 
abortion, civil 
unions, wag-
es, health care 
and immigra-
tion, to name a 
few. I have my 
opinions about 
these matters 
which I be-

lieve are based on a solid 
foundation of faith which 
affects my morality. So 
does everyone else. 

What we must all de-
cide is which is more 
important: proving our-
selves to be correct and 
therefore morally superi-
or or loving each other. I 
am weary of the foul lan-
guage we use to describe 
those who differ. I am 
weary of us judging each 
other’s entire character 
based on ONE issue. I am 
tired of the sentence, “If 
you are... then you are...” 
Have we become that 
shallow and one dimen-
sional? I do not think so.

There is at least one 
remedy for this. Stay 
away from those that 
profit from our height-

ened anxiety and outrage. 
We are not built to con-
stantly operate as though 
our lives, our nation, our 
way of life is under threat. 
There may be some that 
are reading this that be-
lieve that it is. To those 
I would say find ways to 
settle your mind and soul 
so that thoughtfulness 
rather than reactivity 
guides your relationships 
and conversations with 
those who hold differing 
views. 

There are two texts in 
scripture that I believe 
can help us. Psalm 91 is 
a Psalm that tells us not 
to fear. It is not an abso-
lute promise that noth-
ing bad will happen – we 
know better than that. It 
is a word to tell us not to 
fear because God is with 
us. Here are a few verses, 

He who dwells in the 
shelter of the Most High,

who abides in the shad-
ow of the Almighty,

will say to the LORD, 
“My refuge and my for-
tress;

my God, in whom I 
trust.”

For he will deliver you 
from the snare of the 
fowler

and from the deadly 
pestilence;

You will not fear the 
terror of the night,

nor the arrow that flies 
by day,

nor the pestilence that 
stalks in darkness,

nor the destruction 
that wastes at noonday. 
(Psalm 91:1-3;5-6)

The other is from the 
New Testament letter of 
Romans. I believe the 

principle is widely appli-
cable. We should discuss 
things that challenge us 
and our faith. However, 
it is painful and danger-
ous to be calling some-
one on the “other side” 
an enemy. I hold views 
that I know offend some 
of my brothers and sis-
ters in Christ. Some may 
cause them to think less 
of me or it may offend 
their conscience. Hence, 
I do not constantly bring 
it up in their presence, 
nor do I judge their heart, 
motivation or salvation. 
Many of us would serve 
our causes better if we 
loved others and stopped 
constantly poking at each 
other.

“If your brother is being 
injured by what you eat, 
you are no longer walking 
in love. Do not let what 
you eat cause the ruin 
of one for whom Christ 
died. So do not let your 
good be spoken of as evil. 
Let us then pursue what 
makes for peace and for 
mutual upbuilding. Do 
not, for the sake of food, 
destroy the work of God. It 
is right not to eat meat or 
drink wine or do anything 
that makes your brother 
stumble. The faith that 
you have, keep between 
yourself and God; happy 
is he who has no reason 
to judge himself for what 
he approves.” (Romans 
14:15-16; 19-20a; 21-22, 
RSV)

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
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Glad that is over...sort of n The Clothes Closet of 
the First Baptist Church in 
Fredonia will once again be 
open to serve the area with 
free clothes beginning.  For 
the time being, we will be 
outside the Clothes Closet 
in the parking lot. Our hours 
are 1-3 p.m. each Thursday. 
We will ask everyone to ob-
serve social distancing. The 
Clothes Closet will be closed 
in case of rain. 

n Fredonia Unity Baptist 
Church’s clothes closet is 
open from 9 a.m. to noon on 
the second and fourth Satur-
day of every month.

n First Baptist Church of 
Fredonia food pantry is open 
from 1 to 3 p.m. the third 

Thursday of each month in 
Coleman Hall of the church.

n The clothes closet at 
Mexico Baptist Church is 
open from 9 to 11:30 a.m. 
each Monday.

n Cave Springs Baptist 
Church between Lola and 
Joy in Livingston County 
offers food 24 hours a day, 
7 days week at its outdoor 
Blessing Box in front of the 
church.

Does Your Congregation  
Have  Something Planned?

Let us know. We post 
church notes here at no 
charge.

Email to thepress@the-
press.com or call (270) 965-
3191

Church Events & News

Question: Ever since my 
teenage years, I have used 
“foul” language. My profane 
words and phrases offend 
many people. What can I do 
to have more appropriate vo-
cabulary?

Answer: The Bible exhorts 
us to watch our mouths. “Do 
not let any unwholesome talk 
come out of your mouths, 
but only what is helpful for 
building others up” (Eph. 
4:29). How can you change 
from using course words to 

edifying ones? Consider the 
following:

Talk to God. Through 
prayer, ask God to bring to 
mind any words, phrases 
and worthless speech you 
need to omit in your conver-
sations.

Talk to yourself. When 
you say a word you know you 
shouldn’t have said, pause 
and reword your thoughts 
into appropriate words. This 
will likely be a little embar-
rassing, but by doing so, you 
will weed out and delete the 
inappropriate words from 
your conversation. 

Change your thoughts 
from the inside out. What is 
really needed is for a person 
to take on a new identity and 
a new vocabulary. Chang-

ing your identity is far more 
than improving yourself or 
“turning over a new leaf.” It 
is becoming a new person 
in Christ through a “rebirth.” 
This second birth takes place 
when you turn from your old 
sinful nature and place your 
faith in Christ as your Savior 
and Lord. Through your new 
identity in Christ, God will 
give you a new way of think-
ing and speaking. 

 Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com

Replace foul words with wholesome speech

AAsskk tthhee PPaassttoorr
By Bob Hardison

ASK
the

PASTOR
By Bob Hardison



yard sales

BIG GARAGE SALE - 
8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m., Nov. 
12-13, at the home of 
Debbie McKinney, 101 
Lakeview Dr., Marion. 
Clothes, kitchenware, 
Christmas items, candles, 
curtains, shower curtain, 
curtain rods. Lots of stuff 
priced to sell. (1t-20-p)
real estate

HOME FOR SALE IN 
SALEM: 4 BR, 2 ½ bath, 
18x18 family room. New 
roof, windows and heat 
and air. $169,900. (270) 
508-0937. (2t-21-p)
FOR SALE: Buildings 
with 2.24 acre, 168’x44’ 
with 3 overhead doors 
and 3 walk-in doors, 2 
restrooms, kitchen, and 
2 offices. Propane heat 
with central air. Seperate 
open shed 24’x48’, black-
top drive and parking lot. 
$55,000, Located in Sulli-
van, Ky. Call (2700 875-
0019. (2t-22-c) sa
employment

The Earle C. Clements 
Job Corps Academy is 
seeking employees.  We 
offer a competitive salary, 
benefits package, and ad-
vancement opportunities.  
Full-time, part-time, and 
substitute positions avail-
able. MTC is an equal 
opportunity employer-Mi-
nority/Female/Disabled/
Veteran.  To view current 
openings and qualifica-
tions and to apply, please 
visit our website: www.
mtcjobs.com.  “Building 
Tomorrow’s Futures To-
day” (4t-22-p)
RELIABLE WORKERS 
NEEDED! Full-time, 1st & 
2nd shift positions avail-
able now!  Strong Solid 
Company with a Bright 
Future! Good starting 
wage $10 & up based on 
skill & experience. Must 
pass background & drug 
screen.  Apply at Liberty 
Tire Recycling, 2071 US 
60 West, Marion KY or 
email resume to hmalo-
ney@libertytire.com. Call 
for more info 270-965-
3613. Equal Opportunity 
Employer.​ (6-tfc)
services

VALLEY VIEW Windows, 
Custom Built Vinyl Win-
dows, we install for new 
construction and replace-

ments. Aquila A. Yoder, 
Jr., 294 Mt. Zion Church 
Rd., Marion, KY 42064. 
(52t-28-p)
CONCRETE WORK: 
Parking lots, garages, 
steel buildings, walls, 
sidewalks, driveways, 
room additions. Call for 
quote (270) 724-4672, 
Joe Mattingly Concrete 
Construction. (24t-36-p)
notice

Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for 
sale, auction etc. in this 
newspaper plus 83 oth-
er Kentucky newspapers 
including The Paducah 
Sun, Kentucky New Era 
(Hopkinsville), The Stur-
gis News, The (Princeton) 
Times Leader, The (Prov-
idence) Journal-Enter-
prise, The Union County 
Advocate, The Hender-
son Gleaner, The Liv-
ingston Ledger and The 
(Madisonville) Messenger 
and for only $250. Save 
time and money by mak-
ing one call for all! For 
more information, contact 
the classified department 
at (270) 965-3191 or 
email us at advertising@
the-press.com.
legal notice

Notice is hereby given 
that on November 4, 2020 
Paul Beard of 219 Leland 
Ave., Marion, Ky. 42064 
was appointed executor 
with will annexed of Em-
ily S. Shelby, deceased, 
whose address was 219 
Leland Ave., Marion, Ky. 
42064.
All persons having claims 
against said estate are 
hereby notified to pres-
ent the same properly 
proven as required by 
law to the executor with 
will annexed on or before 
the 4th day of May, 2021 
and all claims not so 
proven and presented by 
that date shall be forever 
barred.
All persons indebted to 
the estate of the above-
named decedent, will 
please call and settle said 
debts immediately.
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk 
(1t-20-c)
No hunting or trespassing 
on farm known as Dowdy 
or Pearson property on 
Old Fords Ferry in Crit-
tenden County. Clarence 
“Joe” Ledbetter (2t-21-p) 
statewides

ATTORNEY
Denied Social Securi-
ty Disability? Appeal! If 
you’re 50+, filed SSD and 
denied, our attorneys can 
help get you approved! 
No money out of pocket! 
Call 1-855-980-5461
SERIOUSLY INJURED 
in an AUTO ACCIDENT? 
Let us fight for you! Our 
network has recovered 
millions for clients! Call 
today for a FREE consul-
tation! 1-844-423-8835

AUTOMOBILES
CASH FOR CARS! We 
buy all cars! Junk, high-
end, totaled – it doesn’t 
matter! Get free tow-
ing and same day cash! 
NEWER MODELS too! 
Call 1-833-258-7036
Donate your car, truck or 
van. Help veterans find 
jobs or start a business. 
Call Patriotic Hearts 
Foundation. Fast, FREE 
pick-up. Max tax-deduc-
tion. Operators are stand-
ing by! Call 1-866-495-
0115

CABLE/UTILITIES
DIRECTV - Every live 
football game, every 
Sunday - anywhere - on 
your favorite device. Re-
strictions apply. Call IVS 
- 1-866-292-5435
DIRECTV NOW. No Sat-
ellite Needed. $40/month. 
65  Channels. Stream 
Breaking News, Live 
Events, Sports & On De-

mand Titles. No Annual 
Contract. No Commit-
ment. CALL 1-844-448-
9318
DISH TV - $59.99/month 
for 190 channels. $100 
Gift Card with Qualify-
ing Service! Free pre-
mium channels (Show-
time, Starz, & more) for 
3 months. Voice remote 
included. Restrictions ap-
ply, call for details.  Call 
1-855-303-4767
DISH Network. $59.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing 
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 
(where available.) Switch 
& Get a FREE $100 Visa 
Gift Card. FREE Voice 
Remote. FREE HD DVR. 
FREE Streaming on 
ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-855-633-4574

CELLULAR
Two great new offers 
from AT&T Wireless! Ask 
how to get the new iP-
hone 11 or Next Gener-
ation Samsung Galaxy 
S10e ON US with AT&T’s 
Buy one, Give One offer. 
While supplies last! CALL 
1-866-478-8859
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Attention all homeowners 
in jeopardy of Foreclo-
sure? We can help stop 
your home from foreclo-
sures. The Foreclosure 
Defense helpline can help 
save your home. The Call 
is absolutely free. 1-855-
685-9465
The COVID crisis has 
cost us all something. 
Many have lost jobs and 
financial security. Have 
$10K In Debt? Credit 
Cards. Medical Bills. Car 
Loans. Call NATIONAL 
DEBT RELIEF! We can 
help! Get a FREE debt 
relief quote: Call 1-877-
934-0632
Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Can-
cellation Experts Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled 
in 2019. Get free informa-
tional package and learn 
how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consul-
tations. Over 450 positive 
reviews. Call 855-977-
4979

GROCERY
ENJOY 100% guaran-
teed, delivered to-the-
door Omaha Steaks!  
Get 4 FREE Burgers 
and 4 FREE Chick-
en Breasts. Order the 
Omaha Steaks Classic 
@ ONLY $129.99. Call 
1-855-995-4780 mention 
code 64185HG3 or visit 
www.omahasteaks.com/
meals675

HEALTH SERVICE
LIVE PAIN FREE with 
CBD products from Ace 
Wellness. We guarantee 
highest quality, most com-
petitive pricing on CBD 
products. Softgels, Oils, 
Skincare, Vape & more. 
Coupon Code: PRINT20 
Call Now 855-780-8704

HELP WANTED – 
TRUCK DRIVERS

NEW STARTING BASE 
PAY - .50 cpm w/ option 
to make .60 cpm for Class 
A CDL Flatbed Drivers, 
Excellent Benefits, Home 
Weekends, Call 800-
648-9915 or www.boy-
dandsons.com
HOME IMPROVEMENT

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-866-
329-2415

Thinking about installing 
a new shower? American 
Standard makes it easy. 
FREE design consulta-
tion. Enjoy your shower 
again! Call 1-833-443-
0437 today to see how 
you can save $1,000 on 
installation, or visit www.
newshowerdeal.com/ky-
press
BATHROOM RENOVA-
TIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 
updates! We specialize in 
safe bathing. Grab bars, 
no slip flooring & seated 
showers. Call for a free-
in-home consultation: 
1-844-519-3621
Stay in your home longer 
with an American Stan-
dard Walk-In Bathtub. 
Receive up to $1,500 off, 
including a free toilet, and 
a lifetime warranty on the 
tub and installation! Call 
us at 1-877-530-1935 or 
visit www.walkintubquote.
com/KY

HOME SERVICES
GENERAC Standby Gen-
erators. The weather is 
increasingly unpredict-
able. Be prepared for 
power outages. FREE 
7-year extended warran-
ty ($695 value!) Sched-
ule your FREE in-home 
assessment today. Call 
1-844-688-8576  Special 
financing for qualified 
customers.
The Generac PWRcell, a 
solar plus battery storage 
system. SAVE money, re-
duce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power 
outages and power your 
home. Full installation 
services available. $0 
Down Financing Option. 
Request a FREE, no ob-
ligation, quote today. Call 
1-844-499-0041
INSURANCE SERVICES
DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutu-
al Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real den-
tal insurance - NOT just 
a discount plan. Do not 
wait! Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Information 
Kit with all the details! 
1-855-900-7392 www.
den ta l50p lus .com/26 
#6258

Up to $15,000.00 of 
GUARANTEED Life In-
surance! No medical 
exam or health questions. 
Cash to help pay funeral 
and other final expenses. 
Call Physicians Life In-
surance Company- 844-
950-2448 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/kypress

MEDICAL
HEARING AIDS!! Buy 
one/get one FREE!! 
High-quality rechargeable 
Nano hearing aids priced 
90% less than competi-
tors. Nearly invisible! 45-
day money back guaran-
tee! 1-855-491-9600
Stay in your home longer 
with an American Stan-
dard Walk-In Bathtub. 
Receive up to $1,500 off, 
including a free toilet, and 
a lifetime warranty on the 
tub and installation! Call 
us at 1-877-530-1935 or 
visit www.walkintubquote.
com/KY
Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 
844-254-2147

MISCELLANEOUS
Earthlink High Speed In-
ternet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High 
Speed Fiber Optic Tech-
nology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call 
Earthlink Today 1-866-
930-8254
HughesNet Satellite In-
ternet – Finally, no hard 
data limits! Call today for 
speeds up to 25mbps as 
low as $59.99/mo! $75 

gift card, terms apply. 
1-844-759-0616
4G LTE Home Inter-
net Now Available! Get 
GotW3 with lightning fast 
speeds plus take you ser-
vice with you when you 
travel! As low as $109.99/
mo! 1-888-610-0053
ATTENTION HOME-
OWNERS!! YOU CAN 
PROTECT YOUR APPLI-
ANCES AND SYSTEMS. 
For just a little more than 
a $1.00/day. Call now for 
First month free, $75.00/
off 1st year. 1-855-536-
7294
MOVING COMPANIES

Cross Country Moving, 
Long distance Moving 
Company, out of state 
move $799 Long Dis-
tance Movers. Get Free 
quote on your Long dis-
tance move. Call 1-866-
277-4555.

PROFESSIONAL
ORGANIZATIONS

Become a Published Au-
thor. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribu-
tion Call for Your Free 
Author`s Guide 1-855-
209-2951 or visit http://
dorranceinfo.com/Ken-
tucky

TAX SERVICES
Need IRS Relief $10K – 
125K+ Get Fresh Start 
or Forgiveness. Call 
1-855-897-7657 Monday 
through Friday 7AM-5PM 
PST
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125 E. Bellville St.,

P.O. Box 191
Marion, KY 42064

(270) 965-3191
information@the-press.

com

Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or 
less are $6 for one week, with 
a 10-cent charge for each 
word over the initial 20. Run 
the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $4 each week. 
Now, all regular classified ads 
are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no 
extra charge.
You can also reach more than 
one million readers with one 
call! Contact the classified 
department for more 
information about placing 
a 25-word classified in 70 
newspapers for only $250.
It is the policy of The 
Crittenden Press Inc., to fully 
comply with the Fair Housing 
Act and to never knowingly 
publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national 
origin, sex, disability or 
family status. If you believe 
an advertisement published 
in this newspaper is 
discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at 
(270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for 
ads on this page are within 
the 270 area code unless 
otherwise noted.
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FOLLOW THE PRESS ON TWITTER
@CrittendenPress for Alerts, Updates

WATCH VARSITY FOOTBALL LIVE ONLINE
CrittendenPress YouTube Channel

FOOTBALL
Playoff pairings
CLASS A (seed in paranthesis)
District One
Crittenden (1), bye
Fulton County (4) at Russellville (2)
District Two
Holy Cross (1), bye
Campbellsville (3) at Bethlehem (2)
District Three
Berea (4) at KY Country Day (1)
Eminence (3) at Frankfort (2)
District Four
Bellevue (4) at Newport Catholic (1)
Dayton (3) at Ludlow (2)
District Five
Bracken Co. (4) at Bishop Brossart (1)
Paris (3) at Nicholas County (2)
District Six
Fairview (4) at Raceland (1)
Betsy Layne (3) at Paintsville (2)
District Seven
Sayre (4) at Pikeville (1)
Phelps (3) at Hazard (2)
District Eight
Lynn Camp (4) at Williamsburg (1)
Harlan (3) at Pineville (2)

Playoffs postponed a week
Due to issues related to the pan-

demic, the Kentucky football play-
offs have been postponed another
week. They were scheduled to
begin this Friday, which is a week
later than normal, but a spike in
COVID-19 cases prompted KHSAA
to delay the postseason until Nov.
20. Crittenden will not play until the
second round on Nov. 27.

OUTDOORS
Hunting Seasons
Here are some of the key hunting

opportunities currently in season or
coming up soon: 
Squirrel                    Aug. 15 - Nov. 13
Deer Archery             Sept. 5 - Jan. 18
Turkey Archery         Sept. 5 - Jan. 18
Deer Crossbow       Sept. 19 - Jan. 18
Youth Waterfowl                     Nov. 7-8
Quail, Rabbit            Nov. 16 - Feb. 10
Deer Modern Gun    Nov. 14 - Nov. 29
Turkey Crossbow    Nov. 14 - Dec. 31
Squirrel                    Nov. 16 - Feb. 28
Bobcat Trapping      Nov. 16 - Feb. 28
Fox Hunting             Nov. 16 - Feb. 28
Fox Trapping           Nov. 16 - Feb. 28 
Duck                                  Nov. 26-28
Canada Goose        Nov. 26 - Feb. 15
Dove                          Nov. 26 - Dec. 6
Bobcat Hunting        Nov. 28 - Feb. 28
Turkey Shotgun                   Dec. 5-11
Duck                          Dec. 7 - Jan. 31
Muzzleloader                     Dec. 12-17
Dove                        Dec. 19 - Jan. 10
Youth Waterfowl                     Feb. 6-7
Coyote                             Year Round
Groundhog                       Year Round
Turtles                              Year Round

To Check Your Deer
Call Telecheck

1-800-CHK-GAME

LOCAL SPORTS

AP Football Class A
1. Pikeville                           5-2
2. KY Country Day                      6-1
3. Louisville Holy Cross       6-1
4. Crittenden County           6-2
5. Paintsville                          5-2
5. Newport Central Catholic   6-2
7. Sayre                               8-0
8. Bethlehem                       5-2
9. Nicholas County              5-1
10. Raceland                       4-5

7th Girls Crittenden 34, Union 18
Anna Boone 16, Elliot Evans 5, An-
drea Federico 4, Elle McDaniel 5,
Chloe Hunt 2, Maeson Martin 2

8th Girls Crittenden 38, Union 30
Boone 6, Evans 7, Federico 9, Mc-

Daniel 8, Georgia Holeman 2,
Bristyn Rushing 2, C. Hunt 4

8th Girls Caldwell 31, Crittenden 24
Anna Boone 10, Eliot Evans 8, An-
drea Federico 2, Bristyn Rushing
1, Georgia Holeman 1, Madison

Walker 2.

7th Girls Crittenden 27, Caldwell 13
Anna Boone 18, Elle McDaniel 4,
Andrea Federico 2, Madison
Walker 1, Jordyn Hodge 2.

Middle School Basketball Results & Scoring
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Jaxton Duncan, 12, bagged this
nice 10-point buck with a bow last
week just ahead of the rifle season.

Tucker Sharp, 16, filled his buck
tag with a bow last weekend.

STAFF REPORT
Crittenden County senior

distance runner Kate Keller
was named to the Kentucky
Class A Cross Country All-
State Team last week. 
Keller, who won two meets

and finished second in three
others including the Class A

First Region Finals, ran 15th
in the Kentucky State Finals
at Paris two weeks ago. She
was a four-time state quali-
fier in cross country. 
Keller is one of the most

decorated distance runners
in Crittenden County High
School history. 

Livingston Central senior
Carsen Kitchens was named
to the boys’ All-State Team
for Class A. 
The distance runner from

Salem won four races this fall
and placed third in the First
Region Meet and ninth in the
State Finals. 

He also recorded a personal
best time this season of
17:04.50 in October in Bour-
don County, the same track
as the state race. 
Only 25 athletes from

across the state were named
to the all-state team in their
respective divisions. 

Keller, Kitchens are all-state

Senior
Carsen

KITCHENS
5K

Personal
Best Time
17:04.50

Senior
Kate

KELLER
5K

Personal
Best Time
20:16.90

STAFF REPORT
Generations come and go without lay-

ing eyes on unprecedented greatness.
Right now, Rocket football fans very
likely could be witnessing history. Here’s
a case for why.
Discerning observers agree that the

Rocket football defense is one of the best
in the school’s 63-year football history. It
is allowing just 75 rushing yards a game
and is the No. 2 team defense in Ken-
tucky’s Class A. 
Central to those high marks are its

linebackers.
Just about anyone you talk with

around Crittenden County athletics rec-
ognizes the unparalleled abilities of the
so-called three-headed monster that’s
rewriting the defensive record books.
Do seniors Tyler Boone, Caden McCal-

ister and Braxton Winders have what it
takes to be called the best ever? As a
group, there has never been a lineback-
ing corps anywhere close, according to
some longtime football experts.
Hall of Famer Coach Al Starnes was

the skipper at CCHS for 27 years. His
reign covered some of the best teams and
greatest players in school history. He re-
calls other top-shelf backers like David
Beverly, Josh Cozart, Joey Rich and a
handful of others, but the longtime
coach is emphatic that the outfit playing
right now is the best, and he thinks
Boone is the greatest linebacker he’s ever
watched in a Rocket uniform.
“Rarely do you get a group of guys like

this together at one time,” Starnes says.
“You might have one, or maybe two, but
nothing like this.”
Playing linebacker requires a varied

skill set. It demands speed, agility, grit
and desire, explains Starnes. It also
takes an immeasurable asset they call “a
nose for the ball” which certainly trans-
lates into a quantifiable metric.
“You’re suppose to be the toughest guy

on the team. You’re put back there five
yards where it’s designed for you to make
plays sideline to sideline. You have to be
physically strong enough to take on a
lineman that comes out to block you and
athletic enough to avoid some of that.
Plus, you have to be tough enough to
knock that lineman back into the ball
sometimes. Like we always teach, when
you get to the ball, you need to get there
in a bad mood,” said the former coach.
Due to injuries, and this year the pan-

demic, Boone has never played a full sea-
son. Yet he’s among the most prolific
tacklers of all time. He has 360 right now
and the career leader is Adam Beavers
with 375. It’s clearly possible that Boone
will overtake that record in another game
or two. He had 21 tackles in the last con-
test against Henderson County. Boone
set the record for most tackles by a
freshman with 99.
Winders, who led the team in tackles

as a sophomore with 100, has 320 career
stops. He and Boone rank among the top
five tacklers in CCHS history. McCalister
led the Rockets last season as a junior
with 116 tackles and has 295 in his ca-
reer.
Wompie Stewart, who won a state

championship in 1985 and was the top
tackler that season with 154 – a single
season school record – agrees that Boone
may be the best ever. Stewart says it is
difficult to compare players and groups
of players from one era to another for a
variety of reasons, schemes being one of
them. 
“We didn’t have to worry too much

about the pass,” he said. “We were fo-
cused on stopping the run because that’s
what everybody did back then.”
Stewart said his group, which included

linebackers and ends Donnie Morgan
Phillips, Jeff Porter and Darron Holli-
man, have to be mentioned when talking
about all-time great defenses. 

“It’s the best defense we've had in Crit-
tenden County in 30 years and possibly
the best group of linebackers we've ever
had,” Stewart declares.
The trio’s defensive coordinator, Gaige

Courtney, is quick to concur that it’s in-
deed a thorny issue, trying to compare
and establish the greatest players ever.
“I haven’t seen them all, but they’re the

best I’ve ever seen,” said Courtney, him-
self an incredible defensive player who
helped his 2008 Rockets to the state
semifinals. 
Those who truly understand football’s

intricate details and schemes – including
those interviewed for this article – are
quick to point out that Courtney is a big
part of the team’s defensive success. He
played four years at Kentucky State Uni-
versity and brings a great deal of expert-
ise to the football staff.
Courtney’s job as coordinator of the

defense is to break down the opposition’s
game film and tailor a game plan to stop
it. He’s pretty good at dissecting his own
players’ strengths.
“Caden is our toughness. The others

might be mad at me for saying that be-
cause they’re all tough, but you can look
in his eyes during a game and see that
he’s at a different level,” said Courtney.
Playing at 5-11, 185 pounds, McCalis-

ter is the smallest of the three which per-
haps tempers his resolve to be the most
physical, the coach explains.
“Braxton gets overlooked sometimes.

He’s so consistent. I ask him to do so
many things and he plays so unselfishly
and his body just holds up,” Courtney
said. “He blitzes all the time and has to
take on blockers for the other guys so he
might not make as many tackles as he
could.”
Boone, says Courtney, is the heart and

soul of the team. 
“He’s the animal. His excitement and

leadership is the heartbeat of our de-
fense. He plays with so much energy.
When he gets going, it’s hard not to fol-
low him. And he’s like that every day, not
just in games. Every time we step on the
field for practice or Friday night, his en-
ergy and heart is just incredible.”

CAREER TACKLES
LEADERS

Tackles       Player                    Years
375     Adam Beavers       2014-17
372     Gavin Dickerson    2015-18
360     Tyler Boone           Active
345     Gaige Courtney      2005-08
320     Braxton Winders   Active
311     Wompie Stewart     1982-85
307     Von Summers        1977-80
295     Caden McCalister  Active
289     Blake Gardner        2002-05
281     Sean O’Leary         2015-18
277     Aaron Berry            2006-09
274     Billy Mills                1979-82
252     Dylan Smith           2014-16
247     David Beverly         1994-97
239     Tanner Tabor          1996-99
237     Joey Rich               1996-99
235     Dylan Clark            2006-09
234     Josh Andrews        1985-88
234     Josh Cozart            1998-99
234     Bobby Knox           2009-12

Braxton Winders, Tyler Boone and Caden McCalister. Are they best linebacking crew of all-time?

Case for an unprecedented legacy
Are these the best linebackers
Rocket fans have ever seen?

The Rockets moved up one slot to
No. 4 in the Associated Press Class A
football poll despite not playing last
week. That is the highest a Rocket
football team has been ranked in the
AP poll since No. 3 in the 2009 sea-

son – the year after Crittenden’s state
semifinal appearance. 
The Rockets were 8-0 in 2009 and

ranked third until they lost to May-
field and Murray to close the regular
season. CCHS is 6-2 this season.

Rockets ranked highest since 2009 season



Editor’s note: This article
was written by local
hunter Jacob Perryman.

The chase for this buck
started a few weeks ear-
lier. I knew the lull would
be ending soon, but I went
on a family outing to a
local pumpkin patch to
allow the kids to have fun. 
As fate would have it,

that very evening a new
buck showed up at my
stand 30 minutes before
sunset. But instead of re-
leasing my arrow, I was
picking pumpkins with
the kiddos. 
As priceless as family

time is, it was still torture
as my phone received 17
minutes of pictures of this
buck from my trail cam-
era. I affectionately named
him “Pumpkin Patch.”  
For the next two weeks,

that buck and I played cat

and mouse, he was there
when I couldn’t be and
when I was there he
wouldn’t show up. It be-
came somewhat of a per-
sonal mission. Although
we have larger racked
bucks, this old pumpkin
had gotten under my skin. 
As Halloween ap-

proached, the score was
6-0 in favor of “Pumpkin
Patch.” But I knew Hal-
loween evening would be
my chance. A full moon,

cool temperatures and
this was the first southerly
wind. Conditions couldn’t
have been more perfect.
Thirty minutes before
sunset I did a rattle se-
quence, and within three
minutes Pumpkin was in
front of me at seven yards. 
Honestly, a bit of buck

fever crept in. I knew bet-
ter than taking a shot at
that steep of an angle, but
I let the G5 fly. Shot place-
ment was perfect, but I
worried still about the
sheer angle. After an ago-
nizing three-hour wait, my
brothers and I were recov-
ering the buck. 
“Pumpkin Patch” may

not be my biggest buck,
but he was a fitting adver-
sary. Besides, what better
whitetail to harvest on
Halloween than the one
officially dubbed “Pump-
kin Patch.”
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The arrival of autumn brings beautiful
fall colors, holiday excitement and for
hunters, deer hunting in Kentucky.
About 300,000 Kentuckians hunt deer

each year. The state’s deer herd also
draws thousands of hunters from other
states throughout the different seasons,
contributing heartily to the common-
wealth’s tourism industry.
Deer hunting greatly benefits Ken-

tucky’s economy - resulting in over $550
million in total economic benefit each
year. Deer hunters annually spend more
than $350 million in the Bluegrass state,
sustaining more than 13,000 jobs and
returning nearly $90 million in local,
state and federal tax revenues.
Modern gun deer season produces the

majority of Kentucky’s annual deer har-
vest. This year, the firearms deer season
opens statewide on Nov. 14 and runs for
16 consecutive days.
Kyle Sams, deer and elk program coor-

dinator for the Kentucky Department of
Fish and Wildlife Resources, said this
year’s deer harvest could be one for the
record books.
“Hunters in Kentucky harvested 1,637

deer during the opening weekend of
archery season, which was a record
high,” Sams said. “That pace carried
through the month of September, when
hunters harvested 7,980 deer, also a
record for the month of September. If that
pace continues, we can expect to surpass
the record for total deer harvested in
2015.
Hunters took 155,730 deer during the

2015 season. In 2019, deer harvest num-
bers came close to that record with a
harvest of 148,395 animals harvested.
Numbers from early archery season sup-
port a strong start to this year.
With the record harvest of 7,980 deer

in September alone, this represents a sig-
nificant jump in harvest numbers com-
pared to the 4,688 deer taken in

September 2019.
Kentucky’s modern gun deer season in

mid-November is designed to coincide
with the peak of fall breeding, known as
the rut, when deer are more active than
usual.
Knowing the right signs to follow when

scouting will help increase hunting suc-
cess. This year’s production of tree nuts
such as acorns - a favorite food of deer -
is average. Hunters should expect deer to
roam less in search of food, especially
when compared to last year’s lower crop
of acorns.
“The white oak acorns are still the most

attractive deer mast,” Sams said. “Deer
will go tree to tree eating them up.”
Kentucky is home to more than 1 mil-

lion acres of public land available for
hunting, fishing and other outdoor activ-
ities. To find out more about specific
public hunting areas throughout Ken-
tucky, visit the department’s website at
fw.ky.gov.
County deer zone assignments are

published in the annual Kentucky Hunt-
ing and Trapping Guide, available on the
department’s website and wherever li-
censes and permits are sold. The guide
also provides information about license
and permit requirements, hunter educa-
tion and hunter orange requirements,
bag limits and legal equipment for deer
hunting.
The department is hosting online webi-

nars at no charge this fall featuring in-
formation on various deer hunting topics
such as e-scouting and public land hunt-
ing. View the department’s upcoming
Field to Fork webinars online at
fw.ky.gov.
As a safety reminder, all hunters must

wear a blaze orange hat plus a vest or
jacket during firearms deer seasons.
Also, hunters should always be certain of
their target and what is beyond it before
ever taking a shot.

Rocket Jr Pros
get 4th crown
Crittenden County's fifth- and

sixth-grade football team won its
fourth straight West Kentucky Junior
Pro Football championship on Satur-
day at Morganfield, beating Caldwell
County 44-22. The current sixth
graders have won the title every year
in the Junior Pro league.
The team lost to Caldwell twice dur-

ing the regular season, both very
close games 13-7 and 22-18.
The sixth-grade class had never lost

a Junior Pro game until this season
when the squad went 4-4 in the reg-
ular season, partlly due to a pan-
demic quarentine that affected some
players at a point during the season.
The third- and fourth-grade team

was eliminated from the jamboree in
the semifinal round by eventual

champion Union County.

CHAMPIONSHIP GAME STATS
RUSHING Isaac James 11-114, 3 TDs, Avery
Thompson 12-115, 2TDs. PASSING Thompson
5-8-0, 175yds, 1 TD. RECEIVING Brennan Clif-
ford 1-64, Davis Perryman 2-99, 1TD; Jaxton
Duncan 2-12. DEFENSE TACKLES Topp 6,
Sosh 1, James 2, Markham 3, TFL, Clifford 4,
TFL, Lovell 1, TFL, Prow 2, Quertermous 1,
Perryman 1, forced fumble; Thompson 8, TFL,
fumble recovery, Ellington 1.

‘Pumpkin Patch’ downed on Halloween

Dubbed “Pumpkin Patch,”
this buck aptly was har-
vested on Halloween.

Collecting the hardware

 CRITTENDEN COUNTY 
DEER HARVESTS

1996  . . . 2,065
1997  . . . 1,874
1998  . . . 2,728
1999  . . . 2,201
2000  . . . 2,597
2001  . . . 2,272
2002  . . . 2,695
2003  . . . 2,586
2004  . . . 3,032
2005  . . . 2,593
2006  . . . 3,085
2007  . . . 2,927

2008  . . . 2,707
2009  . . . 2,549
2010  . . . 2,952
2011  . . . 2,829
2012  . . . 3,010
2013  . . . 3,033
2014  . . . 3,224
2015  . . . 3,359
2016  . . . 3,081
2017 . . . 3,451
2018  . . . 3,302
2019  . . . 3,498

Hunting puts $550 in economy
Members of the seventh-grade Rocket basketball team are (seated from left)
Ethan Thomas, Avery Thompson, Bryson Walker, Caleb Riley, Isaac James,
(back) Coach Devin Belt, Levi Suddoth, Quinn Summers, Brayden Poindexter,
Jacob Carter, Garner Stallins and Garrison Hall. The team’s season is currently
underway.



50 YEARS AGO
November 12, 1970
n The Kentucky Federation of Women’s
Clubs held its 57th annual meeting at Lake
Barkley Lodge. 
n Kenny Champion was given a high
honor by the Courier-Journal and
Louisville Time for best record book of the
Crittenden County Chapter of FFA. 

25 YEARS AGO
November 16, 1995
n Andrea Mick, a sophomore at Crittenden
County High School, was chosen as a
panelist on The Paducah Sun’s Teen
Panel. 
n Crittenden County Middle School’ s
eighth grade team improved its record to
6-0, beating Caldwell County 61-47. 

10 YEARS AGO
November 11, 2010
n Jeannie Johnson Fisher of Bowling
Green, formerly of Marion, was on the
game show Wheel of Fortune. The show
that includes Fisher was recorded in Las
Vegas. 
n The University of Louisville honored the
accomplishments of a partnership between
University of Louisville researchers and
representatives from Dataseam during a
recent Louisville football game. Ben
Grainger and Don Winters represented
Crittenden County School District at the
event. The Dataseam program, which the
Crittenden County School District has
been a part of since 2006, places new
computers in classrooms to be used and
then networks those same computers to-
gether so scientists can use the process-
ing power to do important discovery work.
n Ryan Dunn of Marion successfully com-
pleted the Certified Public Accountant
exam. 
n Members of the Crittenden County FFA
chapter attended the 2010 American FFA
Degree awards ceremony at Lucas Oil
Stadium in Indianapolis, Ind. Tiffany
Hearell and Jessica Gatten attended to re-
ceive their degrees. Chapter member
Kayla Buntin also received her degree but
was unable to attend. 

Correction to last
week’s total from
livingston election
One figure reported

from last week’s school
board race in Liv-
ingston County was in-
correct. In the board of
education election for
the seat representing
the Salem area, David
Kitchens defeated Steve
Pace 481 to 229. Pace’s
vote total was originally
reported incorrectly.

red cross needing
blood, next chance
in livingston county

The American Red
Cross will have a blood
giving opportunity from
12:30 to 4:30 p.m.,
Wednesday, Nov. 18 at
Livingston Hospital
Health Care Services.

The American Red
Cross is urging healthy
donors of all blood
types to band together
to give blood or
platelets and help en-
sure a stable blood
supply for patients this
holiday season.  

The traditional slump
in blood donations be-
tween Thanksgiving
and New Year’s comes
as the blood supply al-
ready faces challenges
created by the coron-
avirus pandemic. Re-
quired medical
treatments and emer-
gencies don’t pause for
the holidays or a wide-
spread coronavirus
outbreak.

Make your appoint-
ment to give blood,
platelets or plasma with
the Red Cross by

downloading the Red
Cross Blood Donor App,
visiting RedCross-
Blood.org or calling 1-
800-RED CROSS
(1-800-733-2767).

The Red Cross is test-
ing blood, platelet and
plasma donations for
COVID-19 antibodies.
The test may indicate if
the donor’s immune
system has produced
antibodies to this coro-
navirus, regardless of
whether an individual
developed COVID-19
symptoms. Red Cross
antibody tests will be
helpful to identify indi-
viduals who have
COVID-19 antibodies
and may now help cur-
rent coronavirus pa-
tients in need of
convalescent plasma
transfusions. Convales-
cent plasma is a type of
blood donation col-
lected from COVID-19
survivors that have an-
tibodies that may help
patients who are ac-
tively fighting the virus. 

COVID-19 antibody
test results will be
available within one to
two weeks in the Red
Cross Blood Donor App
or donor portal at Red-
CrossBlood.org. To
protect the health and
safety of Red Cross
staff and donors, it is
important that individ-
uals who do not feel
well or believe they may
be ill with COVID-19
postpone donation.

after-school tutor
options at CCMS

Crittenden County
Middle School will offer
after-school tutoring
on Tuesdays and
Thursdays beginning
this week. Students
who stay after school
for tutoring must be
picked up by the rocket
in front of the school at
4:15 p.m. This is for
virtual and in-person
learners. If your student
wishes to participate,
please email principal
kara.turley@critten-
den.kyschools.us to
register. Students must
be signed up ahead of
time to attend. 

Hunting cabin on
Blackburn Ch Rd
is burglarized
Crittenden County

Sheriff’s Department is
investigating the bur-
glary of a hunting cabin
on Blackburn Church
Road where a few thou-
sand dollars worth of
items were stolen at
some point during the
last of October. 

Taken were a Barnett
crossbow, hunting
jackets, hunting boots,
knives, other hunting
equipment, power tools
and ammunition. 

The cabin was right
on the road and near
another home, said
Deputy Ray Agent. He
said the victims live out
of state.

The deputy said bur-
glars tend to target
hunting cabins at this
time of the year be-
cause they know those
are generally stocked

with items of value. 
Agent said hunters who
are absent much of the
time should never leave
at their camps guns,
bows, ATVs or other
items attractive to
thieves. 

“And cameras are the
main thing to have,” he
said.

Most hunters use trail
cameras to track game
in the field, Agent said,
but often fail to deploy
one near cabins or
camps.

Fire damages 
marion home

A Marion home was
heavily damaged by
smoke and fire Sunday
morning. Marion Fire
Department was sum-
moned to East Depot
Street shortly after 9:30
a.m. 

The homeowners,
Max and Lisa Stone,
told firefighters they
were on the porch
when the blaze appar-
ently began near an
electrical outlet.

Firemen were on the
scene for almost three
hours.

Fredonia murder
suspect arraigned

The man suspected
of murdering and bury-
ing a woman in a Fre-
donia cemetery last
summer appeared in
court for the first time
Tuesday in Princeton.

Larry Florentine, 53,
of South Carolina was
arraigned before Judge
C.A. Woodall in Cald-
well Circuit Court after
being extradited from
Colorado on a gover-
nor’s warrant. He
pleaded not guilty.

Florentine is believed
to have killed his wife,
Nicole Florentine, 36,

also of South Carolina,
on or about June 11,
then disposed of her
body in Hill Cemetery
off Ky. 91 North. A man
mowing the cemetery
saw something suspi-
cious days later and
notified authorities.

Florentine was in Col-
orado when he was ar-
rested on June 25. He
was returned to Ken-
tucky Oct. 26 and is
being held without
bond in the Caldwell
County Jail.

Floretine’s attorney,
Dave Bundrick of Padu-
cah, told Judge Woodall
that in the coming days
he will be filing a mo-
tion requesting that a
bond be set for his
client.  

Livingston schools
switch to virtual

Livingston County
School District switched
from a hybrid A/B
schedule early this
week to a straight re-
mote learning model
because of an increased
number of COVID-19
cases in the commu-
nity.

Infections, illnesses
and quarantines over
the last two weeks led
to a change, school of-
ficials said.

The new learning plan
will be deployed until at
least Nov. 20. A num-
ber of students and
staff had tested posi-
tive last week.

FREE FOOD GOING
OUT ON SATURDAYS

Beginning this week-
end, and continuing for
several consecutive
Saturdays, a USDA pro-
gram called “Farms to
Families” will distribute
free food to Crittenden
Countians. There are

no eligibility require-
ments for this program
that will provide food
boxes while supplies
last starting at 9 a.m.,
on the former Pantry lot
at the corner of U.S. 60
(Gum Street) and Main
Street (US 641).
Crittenden County
Judge-Executive Perry
Newcom said food
boxes will include one
pound of cheese, four
pounds of yogurt, a
gallon of milk, a dozen
eggs, three pounds of
marinated chicken and
10 pounds of fruit and
produce. There will be
1,250 boxes available
each Saturday during
the distribution period.
“We will require cars to
enter the lot from West
Gum Street heading
east and then exit the
lot onto South Main
Street heading south to
ensure traffic flows as
easily as possible with
out causing major de-
lays and backup on
West Gum Street com-
ing into town,” Newcom
said.
Local food bank volun-
teers will assist with
distribution and local
businessmen Charlie
Hunt and Kent Martin
are providing the loca-
tion and a fork lift to
remove food from the
transport truck.
“I want to thank our
food bank volunteers,
our local business part-
ners, and all other vol-
unteers that will be
helping distribute this
food in time for every-
one to have on hand for
the upcoming holiday
season,” Newcom said. 
Any questions regard-
ing the scheduled dis-
tribution may be
answered by calling the
judge’s office at 270-
965-5251. Changes in
plans may occur pend-
ing weather forecasts.
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College & Career
Readiness Coach
at high school

Christie
Hughes

Q: What are your
main responsibilities?

A: My responsibilities
include assisting students
in their future endeavors.
This includes choosing be-
tween going to college,
starting a career, joining
the military, or some com-
bination of all. I also
schedule representatives
from colleges, military
branches and industry to
come in and speak to stu-
dents. I assist students
that are applying to the
FAFSA (Free Application
for Federal Student Aid)
and schedule annual
ASVAB testing. I also coor-

dinate the annual “Build
Your Future Day," which
exposes students to vari-
ous jobs and opportunities
for their future.  

Q: What kind of edu-
cation/experience do you
have?

A: I have a bachelor's
degree from Murray State
University and over 20 plus
years of job experience in
the private sector. 

Q: When did you start
working for Crittenden
County High School?

A: I started my job at
CCHS in August of 2015. 

Q: How has COVID-
19 affected the way you do
your job?

A: COVID has af-
fected my job in several
ways.  One is that some of
our students are not on
campus, and therefore I do
not get to see and talk to
them daily.  Also, it has lim-

ited the number of college
representatives that are
traveling to high schools
this year, which limits face-
to-face conversations with
seniors.

Q: What do you enjoy
most about what you do?

A: The most enjoyable
part of my job is when I
help a student figure out a
path for them beyond high
school.  When I see their
success, it makes me very
honored to have been a
part of it. 



Crittenden County has
seen eight new cases of
COVID-19 early this week,
bringing its seven-day total
to 14 as of Tuesday, again
just short of being desig-
nated a Red Zone county.
The state uses a rolling
seven-day average to up-
date its color-coded
COVID-19 map.
The new cases this

week included a 13-year-
old female and an 82-year-
old male, most were under
50.
While many nearby

counties are in the Red,
Crittenden has remained
just below the weekly-case
threshold. To see the
state’s COVID map, go on-
line to kycovid19.ky.gov. 
On Tuesday, Crittenden,

Lyon, Trigg, Fulton and
Hickman were the only
counties if far western Ken-
tucky that were not Red.
There have been 200

cases reported here since
the pandemic began. That
equals about 2.3 percent of
Crittenden County's popu-
lation. The death rate from
cases in this community
has been 2 percent.
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Continued from page 1

positive working relationships within
the school community, enable students
to perform at their highest level, and to
support teachers and staff in providing
the very best for the students of CCES.”
Along with spending time with her

husband, Mike; sons Jahn and Carter;
and daughter Emma, Holcomb enjoys
gardening, camping, sewing and cook-
ing. 

The assistant principal position has
been open a few weeks after Sarah
Riley was promoted from that position
to principal when former principal
Jenni Gilkey took another assignment
within  the school district.
Holcomb and her husband have been

visiting Crittenden County throughout
their marriage so they are very familar
with the community. They plan to care
for the farm of her late father-in-law,
Bill Holcomb, who lived near Frances
and was an antique tractor collector. 

Crittenden County tax
bills were mailed earlier
this month. The bills
were sent out a bit later
this year because of is-
sues related to the pan-
demic; therefore, the
discount period is ex-
tended until the end of
this month.
Remit payment to the

Crittenden County Sher-

iff's Department. 
The following are dis-

count and penalty dates
for payment:
•2% discount if paid by

Dec. 1.
•Face value if paid by

Dec. 31.
•5% penalty if paid by

Jan. 31.
•21% penalty if paid

after Jan. 31.

Discount Period
through November

Taxes due at sheriff’s department

Crittenden County
Health Department has
received a grant from the
Kentucky Cabinet for
Health and Family Serv-
ices to development a
Bike and Walking Trail
Master Plan for the City
of Marion. The primary
goal of the plan is to im-
prove the quality of life in
Crittenden County by in-
creasing opportunities to
walk and bike in and
around the City of Mar-
ion.  
The plan will focus on

new multi-use bike and
walking trails, sidewalks
and other pedestrian re-
lated amenities like
crosswalks and bike
racks. This plan will also
recommend ways to con-
nect key public destina-
tions inside the city with
proposed new multi-use
trails and sidewalks to
make it easier and safer
for the public to walk to

work, shop and run er-
rands around town.  
A Bike and Pedestrian

Steering Committee has
been formed to help
guide the development of
this plan, and the Pen-
nyrile Area Development
District has been hired to
write the plan based on
recommendations from
the committee and from

public input. A prelimi-
nary draft of the master
plan has been developed
and the committee is
seeking public comment.
The city would like to

get public input on con-
cept projects in the draft
plan and suggestions for
new projects that are not
in the plan, yet are
needed as part of an
overall network of inter-
connecting multi-use
trails and sidewalks. The
draft plan can be found
online www.peadd.org/mar-
ion-plan. The online sur-
vey to give input on the
plan can also be found at
www.surveymonkey.com/r/
C8RTHYB.  
There are also copies of

the master plan and sur-
vey located at the Critten-
den County Public
Library.  
Deadline to provide

feedback on this plan is
Nov. 30.  

City seeks public input on
multi-use trails, sidewalks

The city currently has a
1.25-mile walking trail at
Marion-Crittenden County
Park.
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